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Parish Personnel
Rev. Oscar A. Mendez, OFM ................ Pastor/Parroco ext 101

Rev. Martin Ibarra, OFM ...................... Vicar/Vicario ext104
Sr. Rosemarie Hennessy, OP............ Prin. Elem. Sch..532-7392
Salvador Mjia........ooeveie i, /Rel. Ed ext 154
TerestaMegia........ccooveevieeennne Bookkeeper/Contadora ext 102

ROSariODUEAS ... Admin. Asst. ext 102
JoseMonreal............coeiiinnnn. M ai ntenance/M antenimiento
MarfaLuz Salcedo........oouiieiiei e Sacristan
RosaMariaCuevas............

Office Schedule—Hor ario de Oficina

Monday (Lunes).............. 8:30 am-12:00pm— 1:00pm-5:00 pm
Tues- Fri (Mar aVier)...... 9:00 am-12:00pm— 1:00pm-6:00 pm
Saturday (Sabado) ........... 9:30 am- 1:30pm

Sunday/DOmiNg0.......coveeveeiieeaneienanes CERRADO/CLOSED

M asses Schedule—Horario de Misas

Daily Mass (English) .......coooovieiiiiiie e e 7:00am
MisaDiaria (ESpafiol) .......coevveiiiniieiiiiieiieie . 8:15am
Saturday Evening (English) ......ccovveeviiiiiiiiiiiie 5:00pm
Sabado (ESPafiol) ......evee e 6:30pm
Sunday (English). .........cccvvenanne 7:00am, 10:00am & 6:30pm
Domingo (Espafiol)........ 8:30am, 11:30am, 1:15pm & 5:00pm

Welcome New Parishioner s!

BAPTISMS-BAUTISMOS

First Sunday every 3months ................... at 2:30pmin English.

SAUrdAY ...eeee e at 9:00am in Spanish.
Please stop by to register two months in advance

Sabados.......coocoiie e, alas 9:00am en Espariol
Primer domingo cada3 meses................ alas 2:30pm en Ingles

Llenar la solicitud dos meses antes de lafecha

WEDDINGS-BODAS

Please contact one of the parish priests at |east eight monthsin
advance.

Solicite una cita con un sacerdote ocho meses antes de la fecha
de laboda

RECONCILIATION-CONFESIONES

Saturdays 3:30pm - 5:00pm or by Appointment during weekdays
office hours.

Sébados 3:30pm - 5:00pm o

por citadurante horas de oficina de lunes a viernes.

Adoracion del Santisimo

Jueves de 9:00am a 5:30 p.m.

Viernes de 8:30pm a 9:30 p.m.

Primer viernes de mes de 9:00am a 5:30 pm

QUINCEANERAS
Call the parish office at least six months in advance.
Llame ala oficina con minimo seis meses de anticipacién.

iBienvenidos Nuevos Feligreses!

If you are not currently registered, please take amoment to fill this form out and return it to the parish rectory, or you may drop it in the collection basket.
Si aln no se haregistrado en nuestra parroquia, por favor tome un momento parallenar estaforma y regréselaalaoficina parroquial o simplemente déjela
en la canasta de la colecta

Name/Nombre Phone/Teléfono Other/Otro
Address/Direccién City/Ciudad

Membersin your family/Miembros en lafamilia Language/ Idioma

Updating Parish Registration Form /M odificaciones de su forma de registro.

____ New Parishioner/Nuevo Miembro. _ New Name or Address/ Cambio de nombre o direccion.

___Removefrom mailing list /Remover delalista _ Send Sunday Envel opes/Quiero recibir sobres paralas donaciones

____ Cancel Sunday Envelopes/Cancelar sobres.

__l'would like to servein the parish as a /Me gustaria servir en la parroquia como:

___ Please call me/ Por favor llamenme.




PARISH GROUPS-GRUPOS PARROQUIALES
Secular Franciscans
Meetings

1% Sunday 2:00 pm

Franciscanos Seglar es

Reunién 2do Domingo 1:00 pm

Ministrosde la Eucaristia

Reunioén 1% Jueves....7:00 pm
L ectores
Reunion 3% Sébado.... 5:00 pm

English Lectors

Meeting 3rd Wednesday 7:00pm

Grupo de Oracion

Reunién Miércoles....7:00 pm
Neocatecimenos

Reunién Jueves.....8:00 pm

Eucaristia Sabado....8:00 pm

Grupo Familiar Divina Misericordia
Reunién Sabado ....6:30 pm

Misioner os del Sefior de Esquipulas
Reunién Viernes 7:30 pm

GRUPOSJUVENILES

Misionerosdel Espiritu Santo

Reunién Martes....7:00 pm
Ajarai
Reunién Jueves....7:00 pm

INFORMACION/INFORMATION

Nuestralibreria parroquial esta abiertalos
Sébados de 4:00 p.m. a6:30 p.m. y los domingos todo €l
dia. Tenemos venta de velas, Biblias, rosarios, y mucho
mas. jVengaavisitarnos!

Our Parish Bookstore isopen:
Saturdays from 4.00 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.
and all day Sundays. We have candles, Bibles,
rosaries, and other religious items. Come and visit us!

Clases de Biblia

Padre Martin J Ibarra, OFM
Padre Oscar Méndez, OFM

teinvitan asus clasesde
bibliadel Antiguoy Nuevo
Testamento. Viernes 6:00 pm Salén CCD
Todos son invitados a participar.
Las Clases son en Espaiiol

PRIVATE ADORATION OF THE BLESSED

SACRAMENT
We have exposition of the Most Blessed Sacrament every
Thursday starting after the 8:15 a.m. mass
until 5:30 p.m. COME AND VISIT HIM..JESUS, THE
LORD OF LORDSISWAITING FOR YOU!!

ADORACION AL SANTISIMO SACRAMENTO
Exposicion del Santissmo Sacramento cada jueves de 8:15am a
5:30pmjiVEN A VISITARLO... JESUS EL AMOR DE
LOSAMORES, TE ESPERA A TI!!

CHORUS & MUSICIANS

Gary Sponholtz..........c.ccovevii i, 290-8701
David Beleci (English) ........................ 534-5221
José Garcia (Organista).........c.cooeevvnnnen. 418-5189
Fernando Zavala (Coro 8:30am.)............ 472-1013
Javier Alba(Coro 11:30am) ...................532-7108
Walter Alvarado (Chorus 1:15pm) ...........777-9356
Manuel Arce (Coro 5:00pmM) ......cevveeenne. 533-0965
Lulu Cabuco (Organist - English) ............ 536-4759

Carlos Flores (bilingue/bilingual)............ 673-9013

PARISH COUNCIL COMMITTEE/
CONCILIO PARROQUIAL
Chairs/Co-Presidentes

Juan Morales

Rosa Mendez

Secretario/Secretary

Marcos Y ok

Repr esentatives/Representantes
Grupos Parroquiales

Parish Groups

FINANCE COMMITTEE/ COMITE FINANCIERO
ReynaLupian Nancy Mora
Miguel Amezquita  Br. Joe Zury, OFM




October 4, 2009
Twenty-seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time

| would liketo take thistimeto talk about Saint Francis
of Assisi (Giovanni Francesco Bernardone), who isthe
saint that goes beyond the Catholic church. He was born
born in 1181/1182, and died on October 3, 1226; he was a
Catholic deacon and the founder of the Order of Friars Mi-
nor, more commonly known as the Franciscans.

Francis was one of seven children born to Pietro di Bernar-
done, arich cloth merchant, and his wife Pica Bourlemont,
about whom little is known except that she was originally
from France. Pietro wasin France on business when Fran-
ciswas born, and Pica had him baptized as Giovanni di
Bernardone in honor of Saint John the Baptist, in the hope
he would grow to be a great religious leader. When hisfa
ther returned to Assisi, he was furious about this, as he did
not want his son to be a man of the Church and decided to
call him Francesco, in honor of his commercial success and
enthusiasm for all things French. When he was young,
Francis heard a sermon that changed hislife. The sermon
was Matthew 10:9, in which Christ tells his followers that
they should go forth and proclaim that the Kingdom of
Heaven was upon them, that they should take no money
with them, nor even awalking stick or shoes for the road.
Francis was inspired to devote himself to alife of poverty.
He began to preach repentance. He was soon joined by his
first follower, a prominent fellow townsman, the jurist
Bernardo di Quintavalle, who contributed all that he had to
the work. Within ayear Francis had eleven followers.
Francis chose never to be ordained a priest and the commu-
nity lived as "lesser brothers,” fratres minoresin Latin. The
brothers lived asimple life in the deserted lazar house of
Rivo Torto near Assisi; but they spent much of their time
wandering through the mountainous districts of Umbria,
always cheerful and full of songs, yet making a deep im-
pression on their hearers by their earnest exhortations.
These legends exemplify the Franciscan mode of charity
and poverty as well asthe saint's love of the natural world.
Part of his appreciation of the environment is expressed in
his Canticle of the Sun, a poem written in Umbrian Italian
in perhaps 1224 which expresses alove and appreciation of
Brother Sun, Sister Moon, Mother Earth, Brother Fire, etc.
and all of God's creations personified in their fundamental
forms. In "Canticle of the Creatures," he wrote: "All praise
toyou, Oh Lord, for al these brother and sister creatures."”
Francis's attitude towards the natural world, while poeti-
cally expressed, was conventionally Christian. He believed
that the world was created good and beautiful by God but
suffers a need for redemption because of the primordial sin
of man. He preached to man and beast the universal ability
and duty of al creaturesto praise God (a common themein
the Psalms) and the duty of men to protect and enjoy nature
as both the stewards of God's creation and as creatures our-
selves.

Y our servant, Father Oscar.

4 deoctubre del 2009

Vigesimoséptimo Domingo del Tiempo Ordinario
—

Me gustaria esta vez escribir acerca de San Francisco de
Asis (Juan Francisco Bernardone), que es el santo que atra-
viesalas fronteras de lalglesia Catdlica. Naci6 en los afios
1181/1182, y muri6 el 3 de octubre de 1226. Fue un diacono
catdlico y el fundador de la Orden de los Frailes Menores,
mejor conocidos como |os Franciscanos. Francisco fue uno
delos siete hijos de Pietro Di Bernardone, un mercader de
ropamuy rico, y su esposa Pica Bourlemont, de lacual se
sabe poco, solo que era de Francia. Pietro se encontraba en
Francia en negocios cuando Francisco nace, y Picalo bauti-
zacon e nombre de Juan de Bernardone en honor a San
Juan el bautista, esperanzada que se convirtieraen un gran
lider religioso. Cuando su padre regresa a Asis, este se enfu-
recio ya que no gqueria que su hijo fueraun hombre de Igle-
sia, y decide cambiarle e hombre a Francisco, en honor por
todo el éxito comercial y entusiasmo que sentia hacia Fran-
cia. Cuando estaba joven, Francisco escucho un sermén que
le cambio lavida. El sermdn era de Mateo 10:9, en la cud
Cristo les dice a sus discipul os que deben ir y proclamar que
€l reino de Dios ya estaba entre nosotros, y que no deberian
dellevar dinero, ni baston o sandalias para el camino. Fran-
Cisco seinspiro avivir unavida de pobreza. Empezo a pre-
dicar €l arrepentimiento. Pronto sele unié su primer segui-
dor, un hombre muy importante, Bernardo di Quintavalle,
gue dono todos sus bienes ala causa. En un periodo de un
ano Francisco yatenia 11 seguidores. Francisco escogi6
nunca ordenarse sacerdote y la comunidad vivia como
“hermanos menores,” frater minores en Latin. Los herma-
nos Vivian muy pobres en la casa Lazar de Rivo Torno cer-
cade Asis, pero también pasaban mucho tiempo en las mon-
tafias de Umbria, siempre alegresy cantando, y causaban un
gran impacto entre sus oyentes por sus exhortaciones. Las
leyendas hablan del modo de vidasimple y pobre asi como
del amor del santo ala naturaleza. Parte de esta apreciacion
al medio ambiente esta expresado en € Cantico al hermano
sol, que es un poema escrito en ltaliano Umbrico tal vez en
1224, que habla del amor al hermano Sol, hermana luna,
hermana tierra, hermano fuego, etc. Todo esta personificado
en este “cantico alas creaturas,” que él escribié.” Sea alaba-
do mi Sefior por todas tus creaturas.” La actitud de Francis-
co haciala naturaleza, expresado en forma poética, era muy
cristiana. El creia que e mundo habia sido creado bueno y
lindo por Dios, pero necesitaba ser redimido a causa del
pecado del hombre. Predico tanto a hombre como alos ani-
males de la necesidad de alabar a Creador (temacomin de
los salmos), y laresponsabilidad del ser humano de proteger
y gozar de la naturaleza como coherederos de la creacion de
Diosy como creaturas de Dios.

Su servidor, Padre Oscar.




October, Month of the Holy Rosary, Octubre mesdel Rosario

Let ushonor the Blessed Virgin Mary during the month of October by praying the Holy Rosary!

The month of October each year is dedicated to the Most Holy Rosary. Thisis primarily due to the fact that the
liturgical feast of Our Lady of the Rosary is celebrated annually

on October 7th. It was instituted to honor the Blessed Virgin Mary in gratitude for the protection that she givesthe
Church in answer to the praying of the Rosary by the faithful.

The feast was introduced by Pope St. Pius V (1504-1572) in the year 1571 to commemorate the miraculous victory
of the Christian forces in the Battle of Lepanto

on October 7, 1571. The pope attributed more to the "arms" of the Rosary than the power of cannons and the valor
of the soldiers who fought there.

The practice of dedicating the entire month of October to the Holy Rosary devel oped toward the end of the 1800s.
Pope Leo XI1I strongly promoted the increase of devotion to the Blessed Mother by encouraging the constant use
of the Rosary.

What isthe Rosary?

The word rosary comes from Latin and means a garland of roses, the rose being one of the flowers used to symbol-
izethe Virgin Mary.

The Rosary is primarily a scriptural prayer. This can be summarized by the traditional phrase used by Pope Pius
X1l (papacy: 1939-1958) that the Rosary is" a compendium of the entire Gospel”. The Rosary draws its mysteries
from the New Testament and is centered on the great events of the Incarnation and Redemption.

The Mysteries are the biblical themes concerning Jesus and Mary that the faithful meditate on while reciting the
prayers. The 3 sets of Mysteries were fully established by the 1600s.

In October 2002, Pope John Paul 11 proposed a new set of Mysteries, adding a 4th set of five decades. He named
them the Luminous Mysteries, the theme focusing on the life of Christ.

Honremos a la Santisima Virgen Maria durante el mes de Octubre rezando e Rosario!

Cada afio, € mes de Octubre est4 dedicado al Santisimo Rosario. Esto se debe principamente a hecho de que la
fiestaliturgica de Nuestra Sefiora del Rosario se celebra anualmente el 7 de Octubre.  Fué instituida para honrar a
la Santisima Virgen Maria en agradecimiento por la proteccién que Elladaalalglesiacomo respuestaal rezo del
Rosario por todos losfieles.

Lafiestafuéintroducida por el Santo PapaPio V (1504-1572) en el afio 1571 para conmemorar la victoria milagro-
sade los gjércitos cristianos en la Batalla de Lepanto € 7 de Octubre de 1571. El papa atribuyd lavictoriamés a
las“armas’ del Rosario que a poder de los cafionesy al valor de los soldados que pelearon en la batalla.

La préctica de dedicar todo €l mes de Octubre al Santo Rosario se desarroll6 hacia finales de los 1800s. El Papa
Leo XI1I promovié vehementemente |a devocion ala Santisima Virgen fomentando el rezo constante del Rosario.

Queese Rosario?
Lapalabrarosario viene del Latiny significa unaguirnalda o corona de rosas, larosa es una de las flores que se
utiliza parasimbolizar alaVirgen Maria.

El Rosario es principalmente una oracion biiblica. Esto puede ser resumido por lafrase tradicional utilizada por €l
Papa Pio XI1 (papado: 1939-1958) de que € Rosario es*“un compendio de todo € Evangelio”. El rosario basa sus
misterios en € Nuevo Testamento y esta centrado en los grandes eventos de la Encarnacion y de la Redencion.

Los Misterios son temas biblicos acerca de Jesis y Maria que los fiel es meditan mientras recitan las oraciones. Los
tres grupos de Misterios se establecieron compl etatmente por los 1600s.

En Octubre del afio 2002, el Papa Juan Pablo 11 propuso un nuevo grupo de Misterios, afiandiendo un cuarto grupo
de cinco décadas. El losllamé Misterios Luminosos, € tema se enfoca en lavida de Cristo.
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BIENVENIDOS A NUESTRA FE
WELCOME TO OUR FAITH

Andrea Rodriguez Lemus
Enrique Estrada Avalos Jr
Blanca Natasha Rodriguez M oreno
Christian Aaron Segoviano
Madeline Martinez
Christopher Matias
Elvira Elena Martin Bautista
Wedlin Lisandro Quiquivix-Paz
Oscar Guerrero-Gonzalez
Ricardo Torres
L eonel Jauregui
Amy Estrada Avalos
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Baptisms

TE GUSTARIA FORMAR PARTE DE
NUESTRO EQUIPO DE FORMACION
RELIGIOSA?

Estamos buscando voluntarios, paraformar diferen-
tes equipos de formacion y educacion religiosa para
nuestros jovenes en los programas de Catecismo,
Confirmacion, RCIA, etc. S estas interesado Ilama a
nuestra oficinaa Salvador Mejia o Olga Duefias

WOULD YOU LIKE TO BE PART OF OUR
RELIGIOUSEDUCATION TEAM FOR
YOUTH?

We are looking for volunteersto help in our differ-
ent programs of religious formation for youth and
adults, (Catechism, Confirmation, RCIA, etc.) for
more information please call
Salvador Megjia or Olga Duefias

Detention ministry volunteers
| wasin prison and you visited me. Matthew 25:36

Have you considered visiting those in prison? Deten-
tion is a much needed and appreciated ministry for
people who speak either English or Spanish. Itis
about listening, teaching, faith-sharing, counseling
and sharing your presence with men and women
separated from their families and society... at Santa
Rita Jail and Glenn Dyer Detention. If interested,
please cal for details: Br. Eric P., 510-536-1287 ext
133

Voluntariosde Ministerio A los Prisioner os
Estuve en la carcel y me visitaron. Mateo 25:36

Algunaves a considerado visitar alos que estan en
lacarcel? El ministerio alos prisioneros es un minis-
terio de compasion, y muy necesario y es agradecido
por aquellas personas que hablan espafiol o ingles.
Se enfoca en escuchar, ensefiar, leer la biblia, com-
partir lafe inclusive solamente su presencia con
hombres y mujeres que estan separados de sus fami-
liasy lasociedad... en lacércel de Santa Ritay en el
centro de Detencion Dyer en Oakland. Si estaintere-
sado o tiene preguntas, comuniquese con Fray Eric
P., a 510-536-1287 ext. 133

Saint Elizabeth High School Campus Ministry Fundraiser Luau
Saturday, October 24

1530- 34™ Avenue, Oakland, CA

5:00pm

Adults $15. Students $12.

Good Food; Live Hawaiian Hula Show

La Escuela Preparatoria de Santa Elizabeth lo invita a su tercer
Luau para recaudar fondos en veneficio de la escuela

Sera el Dia Sabado 24 de Octubre

1530- 34" Avenue, Oakland, CA

5:00pm

Adultos $15. Estudiantes $12.00

Rica comida, Show en vivo de Hawaiian Hula.
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Saint Elizabeth

Elementary School

The 21% Century — Community Learning Center program is up and running!! Mrs. Utami Setiyadi isthe Site
Coordinator and there is alarge staff of very qualified men and women: former student, college students, par-
ents and parishioners. Twenty-eight students are enrolled in the Before School Program and they arrive at
6:30 am. homework review, tutoring, board games, yoga, AND avery healthy breakfast!

The After School Program begins 15 minutes after school dismissal until 6:00 p.m. Currently there are 118
students benefiting from homework help, enrichment activities, exercise, and computer time together, AND
very healthy snacks!

You areinvited to visit at any time and see usin ACTION!

El Programa 21% Century — Centro de Aprendizaje de la Comunidad estd en servicio!! La Sra. Utami Setiyadi
es la Coordinadora de este Programa, el cual tiene un amplio personal de hombresy mujeres calificados; ex
estudiante, estudiantes universitarios, padres de familiay feligreses. El Programa de Antes de Clase tiene 28
estudiantes inscritos que llegan alas 6:30am, repasan su tarea con un tutor, juegan juegos de mesa, hacen yo-
ga, Y reciben un desayuno saludable!

El Programa Después de Clase comienza 15 minutos después de que salen |os nifios hasta las 6:00 de la tarde.
Actua mente 118 estudiantes estédn beneficiandose de ayuda con latarea, actividades de enriquecimiento, ejer-
cicios, tiempo de computadorajuntos, Y bocados saludables!

Ustedes estan cordia mente invitados a que nos vean en ACCION!

BREAD AND ROSES
The Bread and Roses program only offers afood
pantry, we DO NOT offer any other type of ser-
vices such asrent or utility help, and or mone-
tary help. Please look for another charity for this
type of help. Thank you for your understanding.
As stated above we will only help those already
registered and ARE NOT taking any new regis-
trations.

CITIZENSHIP CLASSES
CLASESDE CIUDADANIA

Héagase ciudadano de los Estados Unidos antes
de que €l costo de la aplicacion subal

L as clases de otofio de ciudadania comenzaran €l
31 de agosto en el salon parroquia Santa Clara.
L as clases son los lunes de 6pm a 9pm.
Paramas informacion llame a Randy Kreher

10) 522-1020.
PAN Y ROSAS (510 522-1020

El programa de pan y rosas solamente ofrece
una despensa de comida, NO ofrecemos ayuda
monetaria de ningun tipo, o ningun otra ayuda.
Gracias por su entendimiento. Como yalo

Apply for US citizenship before the cost of the
application rises! Fall citizenship classes begin
on Monday August 31, 2009. classes meet in the
parish hall Santa Clara on Mondays from 6pm to

mencionamos a principio abriremos solamente a
personas yaregistradas, NO estamos recibiendo
gente nueva.

9pm. For more information, call Randy Kreher
at (510) 522-1020




YOUR CONTRIBUTION ISVERY
IMPORTANT
Please bring or send your offering regularly.
If you are absent, remember that the church
expenses go on just the same.

09/27/2009 Last Year
1st Collection
Saturday 5pm $ 262.00
Saturday 6:30pm $ 362.00
Sunday 7am $ 352.00
Sunday 8:30am $1,082.00
Sunday 10am $ 540.00
Sunday 11:30am $ 759.00
Sunday 1:15pm $ 808.00
Sunday 5pm $ 433.00
Sunday 6:30pm $ 147.00
Loose Coins $ 276.50
Total First Collection $5,021.50 $6,389.50
2nd Collection (school) $ 723.00 $ 860.10
St Vincent Charities $ 90.00 $ 11390
Maintenance $ 2000 $ 1.00
God blessyou!

MAKE TITHING PART OF YOUR LIFE IN CHRIST.
Average Weekly operation expenses $13,500.00. Thank Y ou!
The second collection today is for Catholic VVoice
The second collection next week will be for Parish Expenses.

TU CONTRIBUCION ESMUY
IMPORTANTE
Por favor traiga o envié su ofrenda o diezmo
regularmente. Si usted esta ausente, recuerde que los gastos
de la parroquia siempre tienen que hacerse.

09/27/ 2009 Afo Pasado
lera Colecta
Sabado 5pm $ 262.00
Sébado 6:30pm $ 362.00
Domingo 7am $ 352.00
Domingo 8:30am $1.082.00
Domingol0am $ 540.00
Domingo 11:30am $ 759.00
Domingo 1:15pm $ 808.00
Domingo 5:00pm $ 433.00
Domingo 6:30pm $ 147.00
Cambio Suelto $ 276.50
Total delaPrimera Colecta$ 5,021.50 $ 6,389.50
2da Colecta (escuela) $ 723.00 $ 860.10
San Vicente $ 90.00 $ 11390
Manteni miento $  20.00 $ 1.00

Dioslos Bendiga!

HAZ EL DIEZMO PARTE DE TU VIDA EN CRISTO.
Gastos semanales son de aproximadamente:  $13,500.00 Gracias!
La Segunda Colecta el diade hoy espara el periddico LaVoz
Catdlica La Segunda colecta la proxima semana sera para |os gastos
parroquiales.

MASSINTENTIONS
INTENCIONES DE MISAS
October/octubre 3-9, 2009

Sat. 5:00 pm + Dennis Pacheco
Sab. 6:30 pm + Miguela Dimacale
Sun. 7:00 am Angelino Cayanan
Dom. 8:30 am Manuel Silva

Sun.  10:00 am Mary J Marini

Dom. 11:30 am Jesus Jimenez Alonso
Dom. 1:15 pm Jesus Jimenez Alonso
Dom. 5:00 pm Elviray Raul Puzul
Sun. 6:30 pm

Mon 7:00 am

Lun 8:15 am

Tue. 7:00 am

Mar. 8:15 am + CarmenDelaTorre
Wed. 7:00 am + Mary JMarini

Mier 8:15 am

Thur. 7:00 am

+

+ + + +

Jue. 8:15 am + Oscar Antonio Garcia
Fri. 7:00 am
Vier. 8:15 am + Rafaela Macias

If you want a mass intention said for one of your loved
ones. Please come to the Parish Office

Monday-Friday 9am-5pm and reserve the date in ad-
vance.

Si quiere unaintencion de misa para un ser querido.

Por favor venga ala oficina parroquial de lunes aviernes
de 9am-5pm y reserve la fecha con anticipacion.

READINGSFOR THE WEEK

Monday: Jon1l:1—2:2,11; Lk 10:25-37
Tuesday: Jon 3:1-10; Lk 10:38-42
Wednesday: Jon 4:1-11; Lk 11:1-4
Thursday: Mal 3:13-20b; Lk 11:5-13

Friday: J 1:13-15; 2:1-2; Lk 11:15-26
Saturday: J 4:12-21; Lk 11:27-28
Sunday: Wis 7:7-11; Ps 90; Heb 4:12-13;

Mk 10:17-30 [17-27]

LECTURASDE LA SEMANA

Lunes: Jon1:1—2:2,11; Lc 10:25-37
Martes: Jon 3:1-10; Lc 10:38-42
Miércoles: Jon4:1-11; Lc 11:1-4

Jueves: Mal 3:13-20b; Lc 11:5-13
Viernes: J 1:13-15; 2:1-2; Lc 11:15-26
Sabado: J 4:12-21; Lc 11:27-28
Domingo: Sab 7:7-11; Sal 90 (89);

Heb 4:12-13;Mc 10:17-30 [17-27]
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Francis enjoyed a very rich easy life growing up because of his father's wealth and the permissiveness of the times. From the beginning everyone -- and | mean
everyone -- loved Francis. He was constantly happy, charming, and a born leader. If he was picky, people excused him. . No one tried to control him or teach him.
As he grew up, Francis became the leader of a crowd of young people who spent their nights in wild parties. Thomas of Celano, his biographer who knew him well,
said, "In other respects an exquisite youth, he attracted to himself a whole retinue of young people addicted to evil and accustomed to vice." Francis himself said, "I
lived in sin" during that time.

His search for conversion led him to the ancient church at San Damiano. While he was praying there, he heard Christ on the crucifix speak to him, "Francis, repair
my church.” Francis assumed this meant church with a small ¢ -- the crumbling building he was in. Acting again in his impetuous way, he took fabric from his fa-
ther's shop and sold it to get money to repair the church. His father saw this as an act of theft -- and put together with Francis' cowardice, waste of money, and his
growing disinterest in money made Francis seem more like a madman than his son. Pietro dragged Francis before the bishop and in front of the whole town de-
manded that Francis return the money and renounce all rights as his heir. The bishop was very kind to Francis; he told him to return the money and said God
would provide. That was all Francis needed to hear. He not only gave back the money but stripped off all his clothes -- the clothes his father had given him -- until
he was wearing only a hair shirt. In front of the crowd that had gathered he said, "Pietro Bernardone is no longer my father. From now on | can say with complete
freedom, 'Our Father who art in heaven.™ Wearing nothing but castoff rags, he went off into the freezing woods -- singing. And when robbers beat him later and
took his clothes, he climbed out of the ditch and went off singing again. From then on Francis had nothing...and everything.

Francis went back to what he considered God's call. He begged for stones and rebuilt the San Damiano church with his own hands, not realizing that it was the
Church with a capital C that God wanted repaired. Scandal and avarice were working on the Church from the inside while outside heresies flourished by appealing
to those longing for something different or adventurous.

Soon Francis started to preach. (He was never a priest, though he was later ordained a deacon under his protest.) Francis was not a reformer; he preached about
returning to God and obedience to the Church. Francis must have known about the decay in the Church, but he always showed the Church and its people his
utmost respect. When someone told him of a priest living openly with a woman and asked him if that meant the Mass was polluted, Francis went to the priest, knelt
before him, and kissed his hands -- because those hands had held God.

Slowly companions came to Francis, people who wanted to follow his life of sleeping in the open, begging for garbage to eat...and loving God. With companions,
Francis knew he now had to have some kind of direction to this life so he opened the Bible in three places. He read the command to the rich young man to sell all
his good and give to the poor, the order to the apostles to take nothing on their journey, and the demand to take up the cross daily. "Here is our rule," Francis said -
- as simple, and as seemingly impossible, as that. He was going to do what no one thought possible any more -- live by the Gospel. Francis took these commands
so literally that he made one brother run after the thief who stole his hood and offer him his robe!

Francis never wanted to found a religious order -- this former knight thought that sounded too military. He thought of what he was doing as expressing God's broth-
erhood. His companions came from all walks of life, from fields and towns, nobility and common people, universities, the Church, and the merchant class. Francis
practiced true equality by showing honor, respect, and love to every person whether they were beggar or pope.

Following the Gospel literally, Francis and his companions went out to preach two by two. At first, listeners were understandably hostile to these men in rags trying
to talk about God's love. People even ran from them for fear they'd catch this strange madness! And they were right. Because soon these same people noticed that
these barefoot beggars wearing sacks seemed filled with constant joy. They celebrated life. And people had to ask themselves: Could one own nothing and be
happy? Soon those who had met them with mud and rocks, greeted them with bells and smiles.

Francis did not try to abolish poverty, he tried to make it holy. When his friars met someone poorer than they, they would eagerly rip off the sleeve of their habit to
give to the person. They worked for all necessities and only begged if they had to. But Francis would not let them accept any money. He told them to treat coins as
if they were pebbles in the road. When the bishop showed horror at the friars' hard life, Francis said, "If we had any possessions we should need weapons and
laws to defend them." Possessing something was the death of love for Francis. Also, Francis reasoned, what could you do to a man who owns nothing? You can't
starve a fasting man, you can't steal from someone who has no money, you can't ruin someone who hates prestige. They were truly free.

Francis was a man of action. His simplicity of life extended to ideas and deeds. If there was a simple way, no matter how impossible it seemed, Francis would take
it. So when Francis wanted approval for his brotherhood, he went straight to Rome to see Pope Innocent Ill. You can imagine what the pope thought when this
beggar approached him! As a matter of fact he threw Francis out. But when he had a dream that this tiny man in rags held up the tilting Lateran basilica, he quickly
called Francis back and gave him permission to preach.

Sometimes this direct approach led to mistakes that he corrected with the same spontaneity that he made them. Once he ordered a brother who hesitated to speak
because he stuttered to go preach half-naked. When Francis realized how he had hurt someone he loved he ran to town, stopped the brother, took off his own
clothes, and preached instead.

Francis acted quickly because he acted from the heart; he didn't have time to put on a role. Once he was so sick and exhausted, his companions borrowed a mule
for him to ride. When the man who owned the mule recognized Francis he said, "Try to be as virtuous as everyone thinks you are because many have a |ot of
confidence in you." Francis dropped off the mule and knelt before the man to thank him for his advice.

Another example of his directness came when he decided to go to Syria to convert the Moslems while the Fifth Crusade was being fought. In the middle of a battle,
Francis decided to do the simplest thing and go straight to the sultan to make peace. When he and his companion were captured, the real miracle was that they
weren't killed. Instead Francis was taken to the sultan who was charmed by Francis and his preaching. He told Francis, "l would convert to your religion which is a
beautiful one -- but both of us would be murdered.”

Francis did find persecution and martyrdom of a kind -- not among the Moslems, but among his own brothers. When he returned to Italy, he came back to a broth-
erhood that had grown to 5000 in ten years. Pressure came from outside to control this great movement, to make them conform to the standards of others. His
dream of radical poverty was too harsh, people said. Francis responded, "Lord, didn't | tell you they wouldn't trust you?"

He finally gave up authority in his order -- but he probably wasn't too upset about it. Now he was just another brother, like he'd always wanted.

Francis' final years were filled with suffering as well as humiliation. Praying to share in Christ's passion he had a vision received the stigmata, the marks of the nails
and the lance wound that Christ suffered, in his own body.

Years of poverty and wandering had made Francis ill. When he began to go blind, the pope ordered that his eyes be operated on. This meant cauterizing his face
with a hot iron. Francis spoke to "Brother Fire": "Brother Fire, the Most High has made you strong and beautiful and useful. Be courteous to me now in this hour, for
| have always loved you, and temper your heat so that | can endure it." And Francis reported that Brother Fire had been so kind that he felt nothing at all.

How did Francis respond to blindness and suffering? That was when he wrote his beautiful Canticle of the Sun that expresses his brotherhood with creation in
praising God.

Francis never recovered from this illness. He died on October 4, 1226 at the age of 44/45. Francis is considered the founder of all Franciscan orders and the patron
saint of ecologists and merchants.




En su juventud no se interesd ni por los negocios de su padre ni por los estudios. Se dedic a gozar de la vida sanamente, sin malas costumbres ni vicios. Gasta-
ba mucho dinero pero siempre daba limosnas a los pobres. Le gustaban las romanticas tradiciones caballerescas que propagaban los trovadores.

Cuando Francisco tenia como unos veinte afios, hubo pleitos y discordia entre las ciudades de Perugia y Asis. Francisco fue prisionero un afio y lo soporté con
alegria. Cuando recobrd la libertad cayd gravemente enfermo. La enfermedad fortalecié y maduré su espiritu. Cuando se recuperd, decidio ir a combatir en el
ejército. Se comprd una costosa armadura y un manto que regal6 a un caballero mal vestido y pobre. Dejo de combatir y volvié a su antigua vida pero sin tomarla
tan a la ligera. Se dedicé a la oracion y después de un tiempo tuvo la inspiracion de vender todos sus bienes y comprar la perla preciosa de la que habla el Evan-
gelio. Se dio cuenta que la batalla espiritual empieza por la mortificacion y la victoria sobre los instintos. Un dia se encontrd con un leproso que le pedia una limos-
nay le dio un beso.

Visitaba y servia a los enfermos en los hospitales. Siempre, regalaba a los pobres sus vestidos, o el dinero que llevaba. Un dia, una imagen de Jesucristo crucifi-
cado le hablo y le pidié que reparara su Iglesia que estaba en ruinas. Decidi6 ir y vender su caballo y unas ropas de la tienda de su padre para tener dinero para
arreglar la lglesia de San Damian. Lleg6 ahi y le ofreci6 al padre su dinero y le pidid permiso para quedarse a vivir con él. El sacerdote le dijo que si se podia
quedar ahi, pero que no podia aceptar su dinero. El papa de San Francisco, al enterarse de lo sucedido, fue a la Iglesia de San Damian pero su hijo se escondid.
Paso algunos dias en oracion y ayuno. Regresd a su pueblo y estaba tan desfigurado y mal vestido que las gentes se burlaban de él como si fuese un loco. Su
padre lo llevé a su casa y lo golpe6 furiosamente, le puso grilletes en los pies y lo encerr6 en una habitacion (Francisco tenia entonces 25 afios). Su madre se
encargd de ponerle en libertad y él se fue a San Damian. Su padre fue a buscarlo ahi y lo golped y le dijo que volviera a su casa 0 que renunciara a su herencia y
le pagara el precio de los vestidos que habia vendido de su tienda. San Francisco no tuvo problema en renunciar a la herencia y del dinero de los vestidos pero
dijo que pertenecia a Dios y a los pobres. Su padre le obligd a ir con el obispo de Asis quien le sugirié devolver el dinero y tener confianza en Dios. San Francisco
devolvié en ese momento la ropa que traia puesta para darsela a su padre ya que a él le pertenecia. El padre se fue muy lastimado y el obispo regalé a San Fran-
cisco un viejo vestido de labrador que tenia al que San Francisco le puso una cruz con un trozo de tiza y se lo puso.

San Francisco parti6 buscando un lugar para establecerse. En un monasterio obtuvo limosna y trabajo como si fuera un mendigo. Unas personas le regalaron una
tdnica, un cinturdn y unas sandalias que us6 durante dos afios.

Luego regres6 a San Damian y fue a Asis para pedir limosna para reparar la Iglesia. Ahi soportd las burlas y el desprecio. Una vez hechas las reparaciones de
San Damian hizo lo mismo con la antigua Iglesia de San Pedro. Después se trasladé a una capillita llamada Porcitincula, de los benedictinos, que estaba en una
llanura cerca de Asis. Era un sitio muy tranquilo que gusté mucho a San Francisco. Al oir las palabras del Evangelio “...No lleven oro....ni dos tdnicas, ni sandalias,
ni baculo..”, regal6 sus sandalias, su baculo y su cinturén y se quedé solamente con su tnica sujetada con un cordén. Comenz a hablar a sus oyentes acerca de
la penitencia. Sus palabras llegaban a los corazones de sus oyentes. Al saludar a alguien, le decia “La paz del Sefior sea contigo”. Dios le habia concedido ya el
don de profecia y el don de milagros.

San Francisco tuvo muchos seguidores y algunos querian hacerse discipulos suyos. Su primer discipulo fue Bernardo de Quintavalle que era un rico comerciante
de Asis que vendio todo lo que tenia para darlo a los pobres. Su segundo discipulo fue Pedro de Cattaneo. San Francisco les concedié habitos a los dos en abril
de 1209.

Cuando ya eran doce discipulos, San Francisco redactd una regla breve e informal que eran principalmente consejos evangélicos para alcanzar la perfeccion.
Después de varios afios se autoriz6 por el Papa Inocencio Il la regla y les dio por mision predicar la penitencia.

San Francisco y sus compafieros se trasladaron a una cabafia que luego tuvieron que desalojar. En 1212, el abad regal6 a San Francisco la capilla de Porcilncu-
la con la condicién de que la conservase siempre como la iglesia principal de la nueva orden. El la aceptd pero sdlo prestada sabiendo que pertenecia a los bene-
dictinos. Alrededor de la PorciGincula construyeron cabafias muy sencillas. La pobreza era el fundamento de su orden. San Francisco sélo llegd a recibir el diaco-
nado porque se consideraba indigno del sacerdocio. Los primeros afios de la orden fueron un periodo de entrenamiento en la pobreza y en la caridad fraterna.
Los frailes trabajaban en sus oficios y en los campos vecinos para ganarse el pan de cada dia. Cuando no habia trabajo suficiente, solian pedir limosna de puerta
en puerta. El fundador les habia prohibido aceptar dinero. Se distinguian por su gran capacidad de servicio a los demas, especialmente a los leprosos a quienes
llamaban “hermanos cristianos”. Debian siempre obedecer al obispo del lugar donde se encontraran. El nimero de compafieros del santo iba en aumento.

Santa Clara oy6 predicar a San Francisco y decidié seguirlo en 1212. San Francisco consiguié que Santa Clara y sus compafieras se establecieran en San Da-
mién. La oracion de éstas hacia fecundo el trabajo de los franciscanos.

San Francisco dio a su orden el nombre de “Frailes Menores” ya que queria que fueran humildes. La orden crecié tanto que necesitaba de una organizacion sis-
tematica y de disciplina comun. La orden se dividi6 en provincias y al frente de cada una se puso a un ministro encargado “del bien espiritual de los hermanos”. El
orden de fraile crecié més alla de los Alpes y tenian misiones en Espafia, Hungria y Alemania. En la orden habian quienes querian hacer unas reformas a las
reglas, pero su fundador no estuvo de acuerdo con éstas. Surgieron algunos problemas por esto porque algunos frailes decian que no era posible el no poseer
ningdn bien. San Francisco decia que éste era precisamente el espiritu y modo de vida de su orden.

San Francisco conocié en Roma a Santo Domingo que habia predicado la fe y la penitencia en el sur de Francia.

En la Navidad de 1223 San Francisco construyd una especie de cueva en la que se representt el nacimiento de Cristo y se celebr6 Misa.

En 1224 se retir6 al Monte Alvernia y se construyd ahi una pequefia celda. La Unica persona que lo acompafi6 fue el hermano Ledn y no quiso tener visitas. Es
aqui donde sucedio el milagro de las estigmas en el cual quedaron impresas las sefiales de la pasion de Cristo en el cuerpo de Francisco. A partir de entonces
llevaba las manos dentro de las mangas del habito y llevaba medias y zapatos. Dijo que le habian sido reveladas cosas que jamas diria a hombre alguno. Un
tiempo después bajo del Monte y curé a muchos enfermos.

San Francisco no queria que el estudio quitara el espiritu de su orden. Decia que si podian estudiar si el estudio no les quitaba tiempo de su oracién y si no lo
hacian por vanidad. Temia que la ciencia se convirtiera en enemiga de la pobreza.

La salud de San Francisco se fue deteriorando, los estigmas le hacian sufrir y le debilitaron y ya casi habia perdido la vista. En el verano de 1225 lo llevaron con
varios doctores porque ya estaba muy enfermo. Poco antes de morir dictd un testamento en el que les recomendaba a los hermanos observar la regla y trabajar
manualmente para evitar la ociosidad y dar buen ejemplo. Al enterarse que le quedaban pocas semanas de vida, dijo “jBienvenida, hermana muerte!"y pidié que
lo llevaran a PorciGincula. Murié el 3 de octubre de 1226 después de escuchar la pasion de Cristo segin San Juan. Tenia 44/45 afios de edad. Lo sepultaron en la
Iglesia de San Jorge en Asis.




